NJDOT marks the 10th year 
of the Employee Memorial 


Bagpiper Jeff DeGroff from 
Traffic Engineering and Safety led the 
procession of NJDOT Commissioner 
Simpson, former Commissioners 
Weinstein, Fox, Lettiere, Kolluri and 
Elizabeth (Biz) Dilts (representing 
Commissioner Dilts), dignitaries, 
families and NJDOT employees to 
mark the 10" Anniversary of the 
Employee Memorial on Wednesday, 
September 8th. 

Retired NJDOT and former 
Employee Memorial Committee 
(EMC) Chairperson John Spedding, 
emceed the event on a beautiful and 
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reminiscent day. The Posting of the Former NJDOT Commissioners (left to right) Kris Kolluri, Jack Lettiere and Jim 
Colors was performed by NIDOT Weinstein join current NJDOT Commissioner James Simpson at the 10 year 

are ae remembrance ceremony of the Employee Memorial. 
employees serving in the Military — 
Lieutenant Colonel William Day, US Paul Kasica, NJ Air National recited by NJDOT retiree Pastor Tom 
Army Reserves, Division of Traffic Guard, Office of Roadway Design Johnson. 
Engineering and Safety, Lieutenant and Sergeant Robert McNeil, “There are several people 
Colonel Ron Harbist, Pennsylvania US Army Reserves, Division of here today that deserve to be 
Air National Guard and Retired Procurement. After the Posting of acknowledged, especially former 
Chief Warrant Officer 4 Gary the Colors, Senior Master Sergeant Commissioner Jim Weinstein, 
Brennfleck, Division of Multi-Modal _ Kasica led everyone in the Pledge now Executive Director at NJ 
Services, Senior Master Sergeant of Allegiance. The Invocation was TRANSIT, who spearheaded the 
ae F 2 : aE. ar Memorial Project, and those who 


have supported the Employee 
Memorial during their tenure at the 
Department. We are grateful to them 
for coming back and for helping to 
sustain the Memorial over the years,” 
said Commissioner Simpson. 
Dignitaries who were in 
attendance who supported the 
Memorial and/or participated in past 
annual Remembrance Ceremonies 
included: Former Chief of Staff 
Laurie Gutshaw, former Assistant 
Commissioners Pippa Woods, Jeff 
Callahan, Kate Immordino and 
Dennis Keck and former Inspector 
General Bob Salman. Other 
dignitaries present included Major 


Sergeant Robert McNeil, United States Army Reserves, of NJDOT’s Procurement Office 
leads the processional out to the NJDOT Employee Memorial. Continued on page 2 
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Heidi Scripture, New Jersey State Police and the Dick them today for the ultimate sacrifice that each of them has 
Hobson Family. made.” 

“We held a groundbreaking for the Memorial back “As a long time NJDOTer myself, who worked 
in 1999 as a remembrance to Lou Caruso, a 50-year alongside some of these men, said Commissioner Jack 
NJDOT veteran who died Lettiere, I am truly honored 


tragically while helping to 
install an overhead sign 
structure. Lou was the 
catalyst for the Memorial 
Project” said Commissioner 
Weinstein. “Today, we 
honor 36 of our fallen 
colleagues for the ultimate 
sacrifice that each of them 
made in service to this 
Department and the State 
of New Jersey. We also 
honor those from the Port 
Authority of New York 


to be invited here today and 
to have led an agency that 
created such a beautiful 
memorial. Much credit 
goes to those who continue 
to serve on the Employee 
Memorial Committee and to 
all employees responsible for 
maintaining it and ensuring 
that the memory of our fallen 
colleagues will live on in our 
hearts forever.” 

Former Commissioner 
Kris Kolluri also spoke and 


& New Jersey, our sister ; : remembered that fateful day 
transportation agency, who psec tga sini aaa been ee employee cine during his administration 
P eae eye , _ the Office of Roadway Design, presents Commissioner James 8 
gave of their lives on 9/11. Simpson with an American Flag, flown recently over Baghdad, when tragedy struck the 
Commissioner Jamie Iraq where Paul was deployed during the past year. The flag and NJDOT family when Eduardo 
Fox spoke of the dedication certificate will be displayed outside the Multi-Purpose Room as Jimenez was killed while 
and commitment of ep lode Epon nent aad Myce ayer performing maintenance 


NJDOT employees, especially those who represent the work on 1-287 back on June 19, 2007. “My heart goes out 
Maintenance and Operations Forces, out braving the to Eduardo’s mother Millie and his daughter Aziriah and 
elements to ensure New Jersey’s highways remain safe to all families of those employees who died in service.” 
for those who travel them. “These are the men, who Shaenna Miller from Project Development sang a 
over the years have lost their lives working for this heartwarming rendition of “Amazing Grace.” She was 
Department and the State of New Jersey. We honor Continued on page 3 


Start your shopping now! Transperte 

Sue Gresavage, from Roadway 
Design and Manager of the NIDOT 
Logo store wants to remind 
employees to get started on your 
Christmas shopping early. 

“We now have baby clothes and 
quite an assortment of other items 
including t-shirts, golf shirts, dress 
shirts, work shirts, jackets, sweat 
shirts, lunch bags, stuffed animals, 
coffee mugs, pens, tote bags, baseball 
caps, etc. We are open on Thursdays 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and are 
always looking for new volunteers to 
help the store. 


Governor 
Chris Christie 


Lt. Governor 
Kim Guadagno 


Commissioner 
James S. Simpson 


The Transporter is published for the employees 
and retirees of the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation. 
It is written and designed by the 
Communications Office, 
Main Office Building, 
PO Box 600, 
Trenton, NJ 08625. 


For story ideas, e-mail 
Frances McCrory, frances.mccrory@dot.state. 
nj.us or Fax 609.530.5469 
Glenn Catana, Graphic Artist; 
Tim Greeley 
and Support Staff. 
Address changes: 609.530.2127 


Nancy Girton makes a sale at the NJDOT 
Logo store. 
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Route 27 bridge over Conrail 
in Metuchen to peoper ahead of schedule 


The New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) 
today announced that the Route 27 bridge over Conrail in 
Metuchen Borough reopened to traffic on September 10. 

“Unforeseen safety issues forced us to close the bridge,” 
said Resident Engineer Omar Hameed. “However, we were 
able to expedite construction and complete the work nine 
weeks ahead of schedule.” 

When construction started in August, 2008, the plan 
was to constantly monitor the structurally deficient bridge 
and keep it open to traffic during construction without any 
detours for motorists. At that time construction completion 
was scheduled for late-summer 2011. 

In April, however, NJDOT decided to take the 
precautionary step of closing the bridge to traffic and 
establishing detours. This move ensured safety and allowed 
work to proceed at a much faster pace, with an estimated 
completion date of late October. 

The new $9 million bridge offers single 12-foot-wide 
travel lanes in each direction, as well as 10-foot-wide 
shoulders and 10-foot-wide pedestrian and bicycle lanes in 
each direction. 


A worker walks along the Route 27 bridge over Conrail in 
Metuchen. 
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followed by William Carter, Assistant Commissioner, 
Operations who paid tribute to NJDOT’s fallen colleagues 
by reading the 36 names of those employees that are 
memorialized on the wall while bagpiper Jeff DeGroff 
played solemnly in the background. Flowers were then laid 
at the memorial by members of the Eduardo Jimenez, Terry 
Kresge and Joe Kealey families. = 

Lieutenant Colonel William = 
Day honored those who died on 
9/11 and the military contingent 
of NJDOT and Senior Master 
Sergeant Paul Kasica presented 
Commissioner Simpson and the 
NJDOT family with a flag that 
was flown over Baghdad, Iraq 
during his recent military duty 
there. 

Candie Brown, Assistant Commissioner of 
Administration read the names of those employees who 
passed away since the last Remembrance Ceremony 
was held in September, 2009. Steven Cook, former EMC 
Chairperson, presented Commissioner Simpson and all 
employees with a Memory Booklet which honors the 36 
employees whose names are memorialized on the Employee 
Memorial. It offers a short biography on each gentleman. 
This booklet was the concept of former Commissioner 
Stephen Dilts and it was thoughtfully composed by Tom 
Lawrence, Division of Information Technology, Glenn 
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Catana, Office of Communications and Wilma Gruzlovic, 
NJDOT retiree who was instrumental in researching the 
backgrounds of our fallen comrades. The inscription on 
the opening page reads: “These were Men who loved 
serving the public...Men who reported to work and never 
made it home to their loved ones... Their memories will 
live on in this Memorial Booklet, 
on NJDOT’s Wall of Remembrance 
and in our hearts forever.” The 
Memory Booklet will be on display 
on a windowsill overlooking 

the Memorial outside the Multi- 
Purpose Room. 

Deacon Keith Daniels of 
Procurement closed the ceremony 

“J with a prayer from the Book of 
Psalms. 

The Employee Memorial design began in 1999 
when Lou Caruso, a 50 year veteran of NJDOT, died in 
the line of duty. His death served as the catalyst for the 
building of the Memorial and a 20 member committee 
made up of NJDOT employees spearheaded the design 
and construction. The Memorial was dedicated on 
September 8, 2000. Special tribute also goes to Meg 
Frampton, Traffic Operations, Nancy Ciaruffoli, 
Maintenance Engineering and former NJDOT employees 
John Spedding, Steve Cook, and Frank Bocchini who all 
worked hard to advance the Memorial Project. 
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Fellow NJDOTers Linda Bersch, Accounting, Greg 


donates “Rock * n’ Roll” tn Philly 


= es : 
Left to ‘oan iii Hoxin (Traffic perations, Sue Tonilinisorn 
(Traffic Operations), Linda Bersch (Agreement Accounting), 
Tim Bourne (Traffic Operations) and Meg Frampton (Traffic 
Operations) missing from photo, Greg Vida (Division of Employee 
Support) 
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NJIDOT’s Golf 


outing a success! 


The annual NJDOT golf outing was held on September 10 at 

the Mountain View Golf Course. Pictured are this year’s low 

net winners (left to right) (-9) Bob Galinat, Jim Buchanan, Tom 
Sweeney and Denny Cox. They also held a 50-50 and donated 
$520.00 to the Joe Kealey Family. Next year’s outing is scheduled 
for Friday, September 9, 2011. Anyone interested in participating 
can contact John Zim at 609-530-2314. 


Obituaries 


Retiree Alba O. Ciminesi 
passed away on August 14, 2010. 
She is survived by her daughter, 
Linda; her son, Vincent; her sister, 
Evelyn and several nieces and 
nephews. 

Retiree Mary Beth Blades 
passed away on August 17, 

2010. She retired from the 
Department as an Administrative 
Assistant and then worked as an 
Executive Assistant to Former 
Commissioner Hazel Gluck at 


Vida, Employee Support, Jim Hogan, Tim Bourne, 
Sue Tomlinson and Meg Frampton, all from Traffic 
Operations, took part in the Rock ‘n’ Roll Philadelphia 
¥% Marathon (13.1 miles) on Sunday, September 19". 

More than 18,000 runners took part in one of the 
nation’s most prestigious % marathon events beginning 
and ending at the famous Art Museum along Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway. The 13.1 mile trek included some 
of downtown Philadelphia’s famous streets like Broad, 
Chestnut and Arch Street and past historic sites like City 
Hall then along the banks of the Schuylkill River up Kelly 
Drive and across the Falls Bridge. 

All the NJDOT runners challenged themselves this 
past summer to train, compete and finish the race strong 
and that they did! One-by-one, led by Jim Hogan, they 
crossed the finish line to a cheering crowd of thousands of 
well wishers seeing them through. 

As a reward for completing the 13.1 mile race, 
the runners received a Rock ’ 
traditional guitar and symbolic Liberty Bell on it. 

Next year’s Philly Rock ’ 


n’ Roll Medal with the 


n’ Roll % Marathon is slated 


for Sunday, September 18, 2011. 


MBI-GluckShaw in Trenton. She is 
survived by her husband Frank; her 
brother, Alfred; her nephew, Robert; 
her niece, Blair and several in-laws 
as well as her beloved dog, Lizzie. 
Retiree Richard “Dick” E 
Little passed away on August 
20, 2010. After 54 years with 
the Department, he retired as an 
Assistant Crew Supervisor at the 
Netcong Garage. He is survived by 
his wife, Janet; his four daughters, 
Debbie Grigsby, Kathy Bucher, 


Felice Little and Felicia Blauvelt; his 
brother, Robert; his sister, Alfreda; 
nine grandchildren and two great- 
grandchildren. 

Retiree Timothy Wayde Teel 
passed away on August 21. He was 
a Real Estate Appraiser 2 in Capital 
Program Management, Right-of- 
Way and Access Management. He 
is survived by his wife, Gina; his 
son, Adrien; seven brothers and five 
sisters and a host of nephews and 
nieces. 
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Celebrating diversity at NJDOT 


Damini Thaker displays her 
Henna design. 


Pat Ott and Bill Beans make 
home made pasta. 


On Tuesday, September 14, NJDOT celebrated its 
2™4 Annual Diversity Day with cultural exhibits, food 
and fun. 

Deputy Commissioner Joe Mrozek and Melanie 
Armstrong, the new Director of Civil Rights and 
Affirmative Action kicked off the festivities. 

“No other State Department has an event for 
Diversity and this is a great way for all of us to get to 
know each other and learn about our cultures,” said 
Armstrong. 

Mr. Lung Hua Han began the musical 
entertainment by playing several arrangements on the of GH RichtaaMmlllA ffirnilitive 
Ehru, otherwise known as the Chinese violin. Acta preven . 

Ms. Sherine El-Abd from the New Jersey Conaway Jr. his Diversity award. 
Federation of Republican Woman, Inc. touched on her 
experiences of becoming a U.S. resident in 1964 and 
what it was like for a Muslim girl to live in Texas. 

Ms. Karin Nordbrandt from the American Swedish 
Museum educated the audience on all things Swedish. 

Mr. Lawrence Hamm from the Conference of 
Minority Transportation Officials (COMTO) spoke on the 
history of diversity in America. “The Civil Rights Law 
of 1964 made the rights of Diversity into law and we 
must continue to engage in Diversity. We must have 
tolerance. Diversity is our goal.” = —_ 

The Diversity luncheon was then served in the Shull Abuhuzeima 
Ewing Cafeteria with foods such as gumbo, samosas, 
paella and more. Other exhibits and entertainment on 
the E&O courtyard included henna tattoos, handwriting 
and a homemade pasta station while being entertained 
by Jeevnajot Singh, Traffic Engineering and Safety, and 
a group of dancers performing a Punjabi folk dance. 

The NJDOT Gospel Choir sang beautiful renditions 
of “I Am Sold Out” and “I Really Love You.” 

The event’s keynote speaker, Assemblyman Dr. 
Herb Conaway Jr., spoke about the power of diversity. 
“Diversity and its power is critical for the United States. 
We must understand our differences and capitalize on 
them to be successful.” 


Melanie Armstrong, Director 


NJDOT Gospel Choir: Ericha Sinkfield, Jackie Hall-Livingston, Iris Richardson, Anna Vereen, Jeff Johnson, Keith Daniels, Simon 
Nwachukwu, Aisha Burgos, Chrystal Section-Williams, Phyllis Stubbs, Michelle Jordan, Rudine Akins, Audrey Bryson, Linda Barber 


